
COMMISSIONER MEETING OF FEBRUARY 9, 2021 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:33 p.m. via GoToMeeting.  The announcement of 
Public Meetings was ready by Mayor Rochford.  After the Pledge of Allegiance and 
moment of silence honoring the family of the Audubon Police officer who recently lost 
his life, roll call was taken.  In attendance were Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko, 
and Commissioner Bianco Bezich, along with the Borough Administrator, Borough Solicitor 
and Borough Clerk. 
 
Commissioner Kasko made a motion to approve the Minutes to the January 19, 2021 
Commissioner Meetings and post them as submitted.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Bianco Bezich and approved unanimously. 
 
Ordinance 2021-01 was introduced for second reading, which amends Chapter 135 
entitled Land Development to include a new residential overlay.  Once Mayor Rochford 
opened the public hearing on the ordinance the Borough Administrator announced that 
no vote would be taken at this meeting as the Planning Board (PB) needs to be able to 
first review the amendments at their March meeting.  Therefore, once we hold this public 
hearing the ordinance will be Tabled to the March 9, 2021 meeting for further review.  The 
Administrator also noted that this ordinance will be amended for stormwater 
management changes.  The Mayor then briefly explained that this ordinance provides 
an overlay for Affordable Housing to be built in the Snowden Avenue Parking Lot. 
 
Jim Rhoads, Kings Highway West, asked when the Snowden Avenue Affordable Housing 
Project is slated to start and where will the cars go for parking.  He is specifically asking if 
the parking lot changes will be done before the construction starts.  Mayor Rochford 
replied that no date has been determined as yet because the site plan is still being 
worked on and there are ordinances that need to be adopted still.  The Borough 
Administrator advised that construction is anticipated to begin in 2021.  Mayor Rochford 
noted that we will be losing some parking with this construction, but the final number of 
spaces has not been finalized as yet.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich added that part of 
the municipal contribution is the land for this project, which is part of the cost contribution 
requirement.  She noted that the Borough is also financing the design for the project.  
Commissioner Kasko added that this question is important as it goes to other questions 
that have been raised regarding the acreage being used for the project. 
 
Jill Poretta, Potter Street, stated that the residents in that area have been advocating for 
the full 1.5 acres be used for this project, which is being called Elizabeth Place.  In using 
some of this property for a parking lot you are only giving the future tenants there 3/5th of 
the property.  She accused the Borough of double dipping by trying to accommodate 
affordable housing and parking on that lot.  We are all going to continue to have parking 
issues.  The Judge approved the 1.5 acres for the 28 units in the settlement agreement.  
Commissioner Kasko stated that although Ms. Poretta makes some good points, he 
pointed out that eight (8)  units have been moved off site.  Ms. Poretta then asked if the 
Borough was still using some of the Affordable Housing Escrow Funds to look at scattered 
sites.  Commissioner Kasko replied that the Borough has purchased three (3) such sites, 
but that we are getting to the point that me must move forward with the project.  Ms. 
Poretta noted that the low- and very low-income families that will be living in these units 



would appreciate having more space and stated that the Borough is issued with 
providing a quality of life to the residents.  She finished by noting that the concerned 
residents in the area were originally told that this parking lot is under-utilized.  
Commissioner Bianco Bezich stated that as recently as last week she has been talking 
with other municipalities about this type of project and the use of scattered sites.  She 
noted that downtown is where you want density of every economic level because of 
accessibility concerns.  The Commissioner also talked about the requirements the 
Borough has to meet to be incompliance with the settlement agreement. 
 
Eileen Stilwell, Potter Street, commented that the parking lots behind the Borough Hall 
being a unique space.  She further commented on how a project for Snowden Avenue 
was rejected for a resident who wished to build a twin home there, yet the Borough is 
allowing themselves to put this project there.  She asked how this could happen without 
proper review.  She would like to see the site plan, but it has not been provided.  A traffic 
study needs to be done for this area.  This property is bound on Haddon Avenue and 
Potter Street by iconic properties, which means this project should be reviewed by the 
Historic Preservation Commission.  If parking is so important, then you should not be 
building in a parking lot.  Lastly, there is no stormwater plan for this site and the ordinance 
introduced is making it so that even less needs to be done to deal with stormwater.  Ms. 
Stilwell then noted that in December 2019 the Borough repealed and replaced Chapter 
63, which deals with affordable housing and asked why this was done and what was it 
replaced with.  The Administrator replied that it was changed because we needed to 
adopt the amended third Round Plan for the Borough.  Ms. Stilwell asked what the new 
formula was under this new plan for determining need, the which the Administrator 
replied that the formula remained the same.  Ms. Stilwell then discussed what was being 
put at Bancroft for affordable housing and why the requirements there were lower.  The 
Borough Solicitor replied that the additional units for the Bancroft site were being built at 
the Snowden site.  After a brief discussion about the Bancroft affordable housing 
requirements Ms. Stilwell commented that the extra six (6) units from Bancroft do not have 
to be built at the Snowden site and the Commissioners have the power to change this. 
 
Commissioner Bianco Bezich made a motion to table this ordinance to the March 9, 2021 
regularly scheduled Commissioner Meeting to give the Planning Board the opportunity 
to review the ordinance at their March 2nd meeting.  Mayor Rochford seconded the 
motion, which was then approved unanimously.  
 
Ordinance 2021-02 was then introduced, which also amends Chapter 135 for Stormwater 
management.  Mayor Rochford briefly explained the ordinance.  He noted that this is 
required by the State and adds more information on green initiatives.  The Borough 
Administrator commented that the State is trying to come up with ways to address 
stormwater issues throughout the entire state.  Mayor Rochford noted that the public 
hearing on this ordinance will be on the March 9, 2021 regularly scheduled Commissioner 
meeting, so that it can be reviewed by the Planning Board at their March 2nd meeting as 
well. 
 
Herb Hess, Redman Avenue,  stated that he is happy to see these amendments being 
done and hopes that these changes slow down water getting into our stormwater pipes. 
 



As there were no further comments, the Commissioners voted to approve the ordinance 
on first reading.  
 
Mayor Rochford then briefly reviewed 2021-03, which also amends Chapter 135 for lot 
grading plans.  He specifically noted that this deals with the builder’s remedy lawsuit so 
that the Community Development Office can still enforce the parts of the ordnance not 
named in the lawsuit.  The second reading and Public Hearing will be held at the March 
9, 2021 regularly scheduled Commissioner Meeting. 
 
Ms. Stilwell reviewed her understanding of this ordinance and stated that this takes 
advantage of a potential exemption so that there are things that don’t have to be done 
because a property is under one acre.  Mayor Rochford stated that this ordinance does 
not apply to the Snowden site.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich stated that this goes to all 
lot grading plans for any submission throughout town.  Ms. Stilwell asked if this ordinance 
requires the borough to corral or house that water that is displaced because of 
construction.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich replied that this does not change the 
borough’s requirements at all and is not specific to any site.   
 
As there were no further questions asked the Commissioners voted unanimously to 
approve the ordinance on first reading. 
 
The Board of Commissioners voted unanimously on the following ordinances with no 
questions asked: 
 
2021-02-09-023 Authorization to Pay Vouchers 
2021-02-09-024 Authorization to Issue Checks – Overpayment of Taxes 
2021-02-09-025 Authorization to Allow Certain Tax Deductions for New Veteran for the 

Tax Years 2020 and 2021 
2021-02-09-026 Authorization to Grant a Total Exempt Veteran Deduction and 

Cancellation of Taxes for First Half of 2021and Refund of 4th Quarter 
2020 – 135 Lansdowne Avenue 

2021-02-09-027 Authorization to Grant a Total Exempt Veteran Deduction and 
Cancellation of Taxes for First Half of 2021and Refund of 4th Quarter 
2020 – 42 Pennbrook Avenue 

2021-02-09-028 Authorization to Approve Stipend for Borough of Haddonfield Tax 
Assessor for Additional Added Assessment Work in 2020 

2021-02-09-029 Authorization to Sign Agreement – Zoning Board of Adjustment Solicitor 
2021-02-09-030 Authorization to Sign Agreement with Camden County for the Funding 

Round 18 Recreation Facility Enhancement Grant for Centennial Field 
Reconstruction 

2021-02-09-031 Authorization to Sign Agreement with Electronic Recyclers 
International, Inc. for Electronic Recycling Services 

2021-02-09-032 Authorization to Approve General Event Permit Application – Various 
 
Mayor Rochford then opened the Public Comment Period. 
 
As there were no public comments made the Commissioners made the following 
announcements: 



 
Commissioner Bianco Bezich announced the Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC (PfH) 
Gallentines event for February 11th and the exchange of vows on for February 14th with 
PfH and Haddonfield Outdoor Sculpture Trust (HOST).  She stated that all events will 
require masks and for everyone to be socially distanced.  
 
Commissioner Kasko asked that everyone continue to stay safe and follow the restrictions 
set by the State.  He also suggested that everyone get vaccinated. 
 
Mayor Rochford stated that there are hotline numbers to call for the elderly to request 
help in walking through the procedure for signing up for a vaccination.   
 
Commissioner Bianco Bezich advised that the County has authorized the municipalities 
to train people to help with getting signed up.  There is a help page on the Police 
Department’s website page and residents can either call them or herself. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:47 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Deanna Bennett, RMC 
Borough Clerk 
 
 


